
Have you ever taken a close look at the sculpture on 
the Peter Thompson Hall. If you have you will have 
seen that it captures the essence of Castlerock and 
it’s surrounds.  There are landmarks such as the 

Church spire, railway 
bridge, Twelve Apostles, 
Hezlett House, Downhill 
and its gates and of 
course the Mussenden 
Temple.  There is also a 
nod to C S Lewis with the 
lion and the Wardrobe.   

The artist Michael Lee was back in the village in November for the dedication of the 
sculpture to Jill and Peter Craddock.  Jill was an inspirational and devoted art   
teacher who recognising Michael’s talent nurtured and encouraged it.  Peter, as Hon. 
Secretary of the CCA, oversaw the obtaining of funds for the project and actively 
promoted the execution of the work. 

Jill and Peter who lived in the village for over 40 years have now sadly passed away 
but it is in recognition of a lifetime of work for the local community, and to their  

loving memory that Michael and the Castlerock Community Association, who commissioned it, have dedicated the 
sculpture.  Jill’s surviving brother, Canon John Halkes, commented movingly ‘Castlerock took Jill and Peter into 
its arms, embraced their talents and gave them the warm neighbourliness which shaped their lives.  My family 
and I know from our visits over the years just how much that meant to them.’ 

Peter and Jill’s beneficiaries kindly bequeathed a sum of money to the CCA who are in the process of using it to 
set up bursaries.  Check on the CCA facebook and website for details. 
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Village Draw in operation since 2012 

£100 Winning Numbers: January 61, February 47, March 14 

If you have £5 a month to spare and want to be in with a chance of winning £100 call into the Information Centre for a 
pack or download one from the website. A big Thank you to those of you who presently subscribe and also to those who 
have preferred to make individual donations towards improvements in the appearance of Castlerock.. 

A big thank you to this year’s plenary speaker the High Sheriff of Londonderry, Jean Caulfield M.B.E.  Jean’s talk 
was both interesting and entertaining as she reminisced about how Castlerock had changed in her lifetime and her 
experiences as High Sheriff. 

Following the election of members at the AGM the outgoing chair Mike Jones welcomed new members Frances 
Buchanan,  Sandra Cannon, Ben Corr and Kate Mark.  He also thanked the continuing and outgoing committee      
members for their hard work over the year. 

The new committee is: 

 Jackie Hutchinson—Chair, Ben Corr—Vice Chair, Frances Buchanan—Secretary, Carole Joy Treasurer, Joyce 
Bradley—Centre Manager, Selina Hutchinson—Assistant Centre Manager, Sandra Cannon, Mike Jones,              
Hilary Lyttle, Kate Mark and Leanne McGrath.  

Many thanks to outgoing chair Mike Jones and treasurer Hilary Little who are still active members of the       
committee . 
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Hezlett school are delighted to have become the first ‘PlasticSmart’ school in the local area and certainly one of the first 
in Northern Ireland.  

 

They are very proud of their      
Eco-Schools status and            
continually strive to do their best 
to reduce, re-use and recycle.  
They run extra-curricular Eco 
Clubs alongside resources in the 
school to support and enhance 
their environment, including a 
school garden, a wild flower                 
embankment, bird and bat boxes, 
bird feeders and a bug hotel.   

 

 

The school are proud of how the children have been inspired to not only reduce the use of plastic in school but also 
contact local businesses to encourage them to do likewise.  The children contacted 20 local schools and 31 local    
businesses to promote the scheme.   

The children also wrote to the Chief Executive of Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council to ask if they could help 
with clean ups in the local area. Hezlett Primary School encourages the children to be aware of, and responsive to, 
their environment and it is hoped that this campaign will motivate the whole community to do the same. 

As a result of their initiative they recently welcomed the Mayor and a UTV Live television crew to school giving the   
children the opportunity to share their vision for improving the environment through reducing the use of single use   
plastics.  They also involved UTV Live in a beach clean-up at Castlerock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are determined to reduce their use of plastic and would encourage you to do the same.  We live in such a 
beautiful place let’s do all we can to preserve and enhance it for future generations. 

 

A big well done to the pupils and teachers for your inspiring work 
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HEZLETT  PRIMARY  GO  “PLASTICSMART” 



Jackie and the village beautiful team are 
busy getting the tubs and hanging baskets 
ready so once again Castlerock will have a 
colourful flower display. 

Why not put your green fingers to work on 
your own garden and help win the Ulster in 
Bloom Competition. 

 
Alan Goodman, a talented cornet   
player, has been a member of         
Londonderry's Britannia Concert Band 
since 1980. He remembers travelling 
by train to the city on Tuesday eve-
nings for rehearsals, and being        
collected at the train station by his 
dad Dessie, who also played clarinet in 
the band since 1947. He has taken 
part in many different events with 
Britannia Band including the Walled 
City Tattoo and Showstoppers Charity 
Concerts* with LMS.  Alan also plays 
with Limavady Big Band and Rhythm Rascals (a local 10 piece 

band). 
  
 Hilary Lyttle, has been involved in music 
from her school days at Foyle College to 
treading the boards in the Guildhall with 
her mum in the LMS (Londonderry Musical 
Society) production of South Pacific. In 
2007 Hilary returned to LMS to take part 
in their annual Showstoppers charity     
concerts with Britannia Concert Band. LMS 
has given Hilary some special memories, one 
of which is sharing the stage with her mum 
Elsa and niece Suzanne. 

  
 Finally, Kate Porter has been        
involved with other local music       
societies but can't resist the        
opportunity to travel back home and 
perform on the Millennium Forum  
stage with LMS - either as part of 
Showstoppers (with Alan and  Hilary), 
Music City, Walled City Tattoo or as 
a member of the supporting choir for 
Russell Watson and G4.  
 
*Showstoppers charity concerts are a series 
of concerts in the autumn with   Londonderry Musical Society and Britannia 
Concert Band providing a programme of songs/music from the shows.  Local 
charities can host these concerts as part of their fundraising efforts.  

Three local residents definitely have the X factor. 

As well as the book club and games night    
locals are currently enjoying a series of talks 
put on at the Centre by the CCA. 

 

 

 

We would love to see you at one of our events. 
Look out for details of upcoming talks on    

facebook and the website 
www.castlerockni.co.uk  

as well as on posters around the village. 

 
Michael Simpson is the second person 
working towards their Duke of          
Edinburgh Gold Award to volunteer in 
the Information Centre. 

Michael volunteers one hour a week on a 
Saturday, which is a huge commitment 
when you consider he is revising for his 
A levels as well as being committed to 
other activities. 

It is great to see younger people   
wanting to volunteer, expand their 
knowledge and learn skills that may also 
help them in the future, and for them 
to share some of their skills with the 
current volunteers!!! 

If any other local young people would 
like more information, please contact 
Joyce Bradley at: 

castlerockcommunityassociation@gmail.com  

Can Castlerock be competition 

winners? 

Information  and Visitor  
Centre 

2018 is the Centenary of Scouting in Castlerock and on Saturday 10th February, the Scout Section held a ‘History 
Day’ at the Peter Thompson Hall.   

As well as parents, the Scouts welcomed some specially invited guests who were both Wolf Cubs and Scouts in 
the period 1951 to 1963.  These included Adam Anderson, Willie Anderson, Brian Campbell, Richard Dougan, Joe 
Hutchinson, Raymond Pollock and Brian Simpson. 

Perhaps the warmest welcome, however, was for Olive Galbraith 
(nee McKay)  Between 1951 and 1957 Olive was one of a small    
dedicated group who reformed and led Castlerock Wolf Cub Pack 
and it was an honour to be present as she met up with her former 
Wolf Cubs, or her `little boys` as she called them.  A few of these 
wonderful people had not met with each other for nearly sixty 
years and it was a pleasure to witness old friendships rekindled and 
memories recalled. 
 
Castlerock`s Troop was formed in 1918 by Rev. Arthur Chamberlain, 
then curate at Christ Church.  The Wolf Cub Pack was established 
in 1927 by Mrs. Alwyn Craig and was the first to be formed in the 
Coleraine District.   

 
In 1957, Eric Kelly, assisted by Adam Anderson, led 
camps to Bellarena, Rathlin Island and, in 1961 to 
Auchengillan in Scotland (pictured on left). 
 Wolf Cubs continued in the mid-1960`s but Scouts fell 
away until in 1968 Peter Thompson came to work at the 
New University of Ulster.   

 
He and Brian Simpson then led a series of progressively 
more ambitious summer camps and in 1973, Castlerock  
attended their first International Camp in Sweden. 
 
In 1976 Jean Caulfield started the Beaver Colony and in 
1979 the Peter Thompson Hall was opened by his widow, 
Donna.  Castlerock Scout Group continues to flourish un-
der the guidance of Paul and Stephanie Meikle (County Commissioner and Group Scout Leader respectively) and in 
recent times has participated in expeditions to Canada, Germany and Italy.  

 

1st Castlerock Scouts Centenary 

L-R, Brian Campbell, Willie Anderson, Richard Dougan,    
Raymond Pollock, Olive Galbraith, Adam Anderson, 
Joe McMullen and Brian Simpson 

Castlerock Easter Egg Hunt was a great success with 93 children hunting for 
eggs in the dunes. 
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