
The Castlerock Christmas Tree Lights Switch On was led as always by Alistair Simpson and the Castlerock 
Events Team, a great example of different groups and businesses working together for the community. CCA 
gave support by obtaining Council and Translink grants, arranging insurance cover and providing stewards for 
the event.  

The Railway Bridge: For years CCA has pressed the Council over the condition of the railway bridge, the only 
access to the Northern part of the village when the gates are closed. It is a listed structure, protected by 
law, and part of our history. The Council has recently confirmed that they have reached agreement on the  
repair of the bridge. We will keep in touch to make sure this work is done.   

A watching brief is also kept on all planning matters concerning the village, and on matters associated with the 
built environment, empty properties and sites in general. The social welfare and environmental health of the 
area is a constant concern, e.g. dog fouling, litter issues, Promenade parking and beach hygiene. 

Village Draw in operation since 2012 

£100 Winning Numbers: April 31,May 22,June 122.   

If you have £5 a month to spare and want to be in with a chance of winning £100 call into the Information Centre for a 
pack or download one from the website. A big Thank you to those of you who presently subscribe and also to those who 
have preferred to make individual donations towards improvements in the appearance of Castlerock.. 
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Castlerock Community Association 

Invite all Residents and Members to our  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
to be held on  

Monday 24
th

 September 2018 

Peter Thompson Hall 

Pavilion Suite 7:30 p.m.  

 

Guest speaker  

Andrew Bratton 

Project Manager 

Binevenagh & Coastal Lowlands Landscape Partnership Scheme 

“HOW CAN I HELP?” 
VILLAGE DRAW 

By subscribing £5 per month you have the opportunity to win a monthly prize draw of £100 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Meets monthly, 10 times a year, if you are interested in standing, nomination forms are     
available in the Information Centre and must be returned by 17.9.2018 by 3pm 

SUB-COMMITTEES 

There are a number of sub-committees. You do not have to be a Committee Member to  offer 
your skills on any of the following sub-committees. Village Beautiful requires seasonal         
volun teers, others meet monthly as required: 

Finance and Governance, Village Plan, Communications, Village Beautiful and Centre  
Management Team. 

  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ALL OF THE ABOVE,  PLEASE READ INSIDE WHICH 
GIVES A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITES UNDERTAKEN                                 

APRIL 2017 TO MARCH 2018 



CCA engagement with outside bodies.  

We keep in close contact with the Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council, Translink, the National Trust and the 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive. Members of the Committee attend, serve on or chair a number of local 
bodies useful to Castlerock. These include the Causeway Coast Communities Consortium, the Binevenagh AONB 
Management Forum, the Board of the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust, the Warm Homes initiative, 
Causeway Coast and Glens Local Action Group. We also keep links with Causeway Rural and Urban Network, 
Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action and North Antrim Community Network.  

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (CCNI) 

CCNI required all charities to re-register with them. CCA completed this in 2017. There is now a legal            
requirement to report annually to CCNI, the first due by January 2019.  In consequence CCA had to make a 
number of adjustments, changing our accounts to an accrual system, engaging an accountant to prepare these    
(a volunteer, thank you), and bringing the AGM forward to September to allow time to meet filing deadlines.   

Grant Awards 

Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council: CCA was awarded a total of £2,250 in its financial year April 2017 
to March 2018. £2,000 was awarded under the Community Development Support Grant towards CCA’s operating 
costs. £250 was awarded under the Festive Fun Grant which supported the Castlerock Christmas Tree Light 
Switch On.  

Translink: £100 was awarded as a contribution also to the Christmas Tree Light Switch On event of 14.12.2017. 

Limavady Community Development Initiative: (a Department for Communities scheme) As part of its “small 
grants for volunteering programme”, £700 was awarded towards CCA’s running costs. 

SUB-COMMITTEES OF CCA 

Centre Management Team 

The team is responsible for the Centre, volunteers and activities. The team deals with the upkeep of the Centre 
including fire safety checks, Health and Safety and other regulatory requirements. 

Finance & Governance 

The team manages the relationships with the Charity Commission, Companies Registry, grants providers. It  
manages the bank accounts and accounting records. The team is also responsible for GDPR, insurance and the 
Centre lease.  It runs the Village Draw, the major fundraiser for CCA.  

Communications 

CCA volunteers produced and delivered 3 newsletters this year to every house in the village. Our website has 
local information and had 2,891 visits this year. The CCA facebook page promotes local events: in an average 
week there will 500 likes and a total reach of 3,000.  

Village Beautiful 

Every Summer c130 flower tubs and baskets are installed from the Entrance rock on Sea Road to the streets 
and walls around the village. Preparation starts in February in CCA’s polytunnel: volunteers spend up to two 
weeks planting and placing the tubs and baskets. The Council and NIHE give some assistance.  

Castlerock Village Plan 

Castlerock is one of 22 local communities across the Council area with a new or revised Village Plan. The council 
appointed a consultancy firm to review our previous Village Plan, hold public meetings and discussions with local 
groups before finalising the Plan, which the Council has approved. The Council and CCA together are starting to 
implement this. Initial priorities include the Promenade lighting scheme (low level lights), street furniture and 
planters and an outside shower for surfers near the toilet block. 

CCA hopes that residents, both full time and part time, will involve themselves in the Village Plan                   
Sub-Committee, meeting 3-4 times annually to take forward the Village Plan and work with the Council, local 
groups and the village. The Village Plan can be found on the website.  

Walkfest 

The 7th annual one day event in September 2017 ran 10 walks for all ages and abilities. The 138 participants 
travelled from all over Northern Ireland and even some from America. Walkfest has its own website                    
(1,138 visitors) and facebook page (426 followers).  This year’s event is on 8th September 2018. 

THE INFORMATION CENTRE 

The Centre is run by volunteers and open all year round; we welcome local visitors and international tourists. 
The Centre provides travel and tourism information and maps. We have a range of social needs information and 
booklets. We also provide internet access, photocopying and book swap services. In 2017-2018 we had 1,728. 
visitors to the Centre, not just local but from all over the world. The volunteers take on board issues and     
concerns of the village and pass them onto the relevant bodies for action.  

We run activities at the Centre: local history talks, a photography competition, a book club and a games night 
monthly, and a variety of children’s activities. We welcome more activity ideas from you. To thank all our      
volunteers we hold two events annually.  If you have a few hours to spare each week or month we would love to 
hear from you.  

The Centre provides placements for students of e.g. travel and tourism, and young people doing their Duke of 
Edinburgh awards.  

The Craddock Memorial Fund—2018 BURSARY Scheme 

The beneficiaries of Peter and Jill Craddock kindly bequeathed a sum of money to the CCA. This has enabled us 
to provide two bursaries, one in Travel and Tourism and the other in Information Technology.  This year the 
successful candidates were Andrea Craig and Oliver Warke. 

Andrea is going onto Ulster University Coleraine in        
September to study International 
Travel and Tourism management.  
This is what Andrea has to say 
about the bursary: 

 ‘When I initially heard about the 
Craddock Travel and Tourism    
Bursary I thought it was such a 
great idea and a wonderful way to 
mutually benefit both parties, and 
I applied as I love volunteer work 
and could use the bursary to help 
save for university. Almost two 
months on and I am enjoying this 
experience increasingly, meeting 
people from across the world,  
helping locals and everyone            

in-between. It has increased my confidence and helped   
expand my knowledge of the local tourism  and how         
important it is to be a part of it and promote it.  

I would highly recommend this bursary opportunity to    
anyone thinking of studying travel and tourism as it has 
proved very beneficial to myself, in both gaining experience 
in this booming industry and in financial aid for university.’ 

Exciting Times for the Binevenagh Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Castlerock village is in the Binevenagh Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and can contribute to and benefit 
from a new project, the Binevenagh and Coastal Lowlands Landscape Partnership Scheme, funded by a           
significant Heritage Lottery Fund Award made to the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust. 

The development phase of the project is under way and CCA is participating in the Board for the project.        
Other partners include the Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council, The National Trust, Loughs Agency,   
Ulster Wildlife Trust, the Forestry Service and the Ministry of Defense. 

If you require further information or want to contact us you can use any of the methods below 

Information and Visitors Centre 

2a Circular Road,  
Castlerock 

Tel: 028 70849303 

Castlerock Community Association www.castlerockni.co.uk 

Oliver has just completed his first year of a 
four-year Honours degree in Computing Science 
at Glasgow University.  Since his early years, 
he has had a strong connection with the village 
through the Castlerock Scout Group. What 
does he think about the bursary? 

“Having been with Castlerock  Community     
Association for the 
past month I have 
found it very       
beneficial to my  
computing skills as 
well as my ability to 
interact with people 
in a professional   
environment.  

I hope this           
relationship will   
continue to flourish 
over the coming 
months and look   
forward to the rest 
of my time with the 
association."  

 


