
Talbot Baines Reed - Part 2 

Talbot Baines Reed`s first associations with Castlerock were in his teenage years.  In 1868 his cousin Edward Mainwaring 

Baines married Maria Greer, his wife Elizabeth`s older sister.  From that time on, it seems the Reed and Baines families 

began to take regular annual holidays at Castlerock and other parts of the north coast.  

Reed’s legacy was enduring. Between 1906 and 1952, no fewer than ten of his school stories were reprinted.  That cleverest 

of writers, P.G. Wodehouse was a regular reader of Reed`s stories in his own schooldays and Wodehouse`s biographer, 

Benny Green, asserts that none of Reed`s successors could match his storytelling abilities and that he was an influence on Wodehouse.  

In addition to his literary commitments, Reed was Managing Director of the family business, and held a number of important charitable 

offices. As a result, overwork may have led to his becoming seriously ill in January 1893. In the Summer he returned to Ireland, desperate 

to overcome his illness, a kind of consumption.  

Reed`s final novel, Kilgorman, was completed at Westoncrofts, the Ballymoney home of his brother-in- law Thomas Macgregor Greer just a 

few weeks before his death.  Elizabeth had been forced to stay behind in Highgate to nurse Charles, their eldest son, also ill at this 

time.  Reed`s condition  deteriorated rapidly and he returned to Highgate to die on 28 November 1893 at the early age of forty-one.  A 

granite Celtic cross carved by the O`Shea Brothers of Cork marks his grave in Abney Park Cemetery in Highgate, a permanent memorial to 

his enduring association with Ireland.  

Kilgorman, published posthumously in 1894, contains a moving memorial preface to Reed composed by a close friend, John Sime, who writes 

`To him, in more senses than one, Ireland was a land of romance.  The happiest associations of his life were there.  There he wooed and won 
his wife, the daughter of Mr. Greer, M.P. for the County of Londonderry; and he and she loved to return with ever new pleasure to inhale 
the pure air of Castle-rock or Ballycastle`.   

Much of the London around Hackney and Highgate where Talbot and Elizabeth lived, worked and worshipped has changed and the family 

home in Highgate has long gone. It is pleasant, therefore, to reflect that much of the Castlerock which Elizabeth and Talbot knew and had 

so much affection for has survived.  Both 1st Dunboe and Castlerock Presbyterian Churches continue to flourish.  The old Greer house at 

Springvale is still very much a home and the little tree-lined lane at its rear, which they would have followed across the railway to Circular 

Road, the Bann Estuary and the ocean shore is still extant.  I think Elizabeth and Talbot would smile.   

By Geoff Warke 

History Corner 

Let us know what you think about the Community News Letter, Website and Facebook. Constructive criticism and feedback are 

always welcome. 

 What do you feel about the content, what additional information would you like to see?   

 Do you have any articles you would like to contribute?   

 Do you know of any forthcoming events in 2017 that we can publicise?  

 Have you any ideas on how we can make our communications best serve the community? 

We value your opinion, so please email us at castlerockcommunityassociation@gmail.com, post on our facebook page or  

complete a contact form on the website. 

We value your opinion 

New Website and Facebook page 

 As well as refreshing the information centre we are updating our 

website and facebook page.  We hope these will be useful to both 

residents of and visitors to Castlerock.   

Please check out the website at www.castlerockni.co.uk and like our 

facebook page Castlerock Community Association. 

 Do you have an event you want publicising? 

 Do you run a group that is missing from the      

website?  

 Do you have a business in Castlerock that isn't 

on our website?  

Email us with details at:  castlerockcommunityassociation@gmail.com   
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Castlerock does ChristmasCastlerock does Christmas 

What a splendid Xmas Castlerock had this year.  Although it wasn’t a white one the weather held up well for 

the very popular Christmas Tree switch on in the village.  When the children arrived with their lanterns it set 

the scene for a very successful evening.  With safety in mind the stage was set up so that everyone was off the 

road making everyone welcome, and indeed safe. 

Children from Hezlett and Ballyhacket Primary Schools entertained us with their music, mirth and merriment, 

what a pleasure it was for everyone there.  Then all of a sudden in one of the biggest dumper trucks I have 

ever seen Santa Claus appeared.  Obviously Rudolf & Co had a night off and Santa had to go to plan B.  The 

dumper  truck took centre stage and to say I was jealous of Santa would be an understatement, but he has 

promised to leave me one next Xmas.  How he’s going to get it down the chimney as always is Santa’s secret. 

Claire Sugden MLA came along to help Santa with the official switch on.   

Then it was down to business, the countdown began and Castlerock was 

engrossed with joy as the Tree lights were switched on and Christmas 

had officially started. 

What’s that I hear “Can’t wait for the next one”, well count me in on that 

as well, it was a pleasure to be involved with this one. 

 

Yours on stage Robert Ramsey M.B.E (p.s. Always your Postie) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to the Castlerock Events Team led by Alistair Simpson for organising this fantastic event. Also 

the CC&GBC for their support and Translink who kindly donated the presents the children received from Santa. 

Registered Charity NlC105002 Website: www.castlerockni.co.uk 



In the recent Winter months the general sprucing up of our   

village has made steady progress. Many thanks to Stephen 

O'Neill who has made our Castlerock entrance stone much more 

visible and attractive. Translink have also more or less completed 

their works and we have a proper secondary railway crossing at 

Freehall  Road/Warke  Place. The station is looking well overall and we are 

looking forward to the hourly service in both directions, due to commence in 

July of this year. 

Jackie and the Village Beautiful Team are having to cope with a legacy of the 

Winter storms, as our polytunnel was ripped open. In the meantime they are 

preparing  for an even bigger planting marathon  this time round and the  

daffodil planters on Main Street are already looking well. The current    

building boom in the village has caused some congestion and muddied our 

roads at times but it is good to see the new buildings taking over from a   

series of ugly and neglected sites. An expression of interest has been      

submitted to Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council for any potential 

funding  for the Village Green Community Park.  We are hoping to have  an 

update from April, keep an eye on the news page of our website and our  

facebook page. 

Weekly events 
Peter Thompson Hall:  

Linedancing, Wednesday night 7.30pm  

Karate for all ages Thursday night 7.00pm ,  

W.I 3rd Monday of the month . 

 

Orange Hall:  

Indoor mixed Bowls Monday night 7.30pm . 

 

Christ Church Hall:  

Sew & Sew group, sew, knit or crochet    

Wednesday 7.00pm. 

Up coming events 
Christ Church Hall:  

Saturday 22nd April Big Breakfast  

from 8am — 12 noon £5 

Christ Church: 

Sunday 16th April Dawn/Sunrise service 7am on 
the beach with breakfast in the Church Hall  

afterwards. 

 

Hezlett Primary School: 

Friday 9th June at 6.30 Annual Summer Fair 

 

CCA events: 

March/April  Children’s Easter picture          

competition through the schools 

April 8th  Easter Saturday Egg Hunt  Sand Dunes 

down at Prom 2pm to 4pm £1 per entry 

Easter weekend Sat – Mon Children’s Walking 

Treasure hunt in Castlerock. Results Easter 

Monday afternoon £1 per person. 

June Picnic Lunch—details to follow on website 

and facebook. 

Clydsedale Show 10th June Peter Thompson 

Fields 

The centre is looking fresh and clean after having a little bit of                

refurbishment.   

We have a free book swap so come along and bring a book you have finished 

with and select one in its place.  

The following services are available in the centre: photocopying,  internet use 

and  laminating.  We also have bus and rail timetables as well as leaflets about 

Castlerock, the surrounding areas and further afield.  Additionally there are 

a selection of social welfare leaflets. 

Please come along and drop in on us if you have any questions or queries or 

even just fancy a look round or a chat, you are always welcome.  

The summer hours will start in April Mon-Sat  10-4pm 

Would you like to start up a reading group etc, or do you already have a group 
that is looking for somewhere to meet?. Why not use the information Centre 
free of charge for Castlerock residents.  If you are interested  and want 
more information email us at : castlerockcommunityassociation@gmail.com or 
call into to the centre .  

Castlerock Community Association  
Information Centre  

Chairman’s Corner What’s on in the Village? 

Causeway Volunteer Centre has recently awarded Castlerock Community Association with an Award for Excellence after  

completing a Volunteer Engagement Quality Standard Programme. 

 

Volunteers Receive Award 

From Left to right: Alan Danton, Volunteer 

Joyce Bradley, Volunteer and Information Centre Manager 

Lady Mayor, Alderman Maura Hickey 

Selina Hutchinson, Volunteer and Information Centre Deputy Manager 

Why don’t you become a Castlerock volunteer? 
 
The information Centre is run entirely by volunteers. 

You can do as much or as little as you want; some 

volunteers do a couple of hours a week, some do 2 

hours a month while others work on an adhock basis.  

Whatever suits your lifestyle.   

If you prefer working outdoors how about helping 

with Village Beautiful, for example planting up the 

baskets.   

Do you want to have more say in what the CCA do? 

Then why not apply to join the volunteers on the 

committee at the next AGM. 

Drop us an email or call in to the Centre for a chat 

with Joyce or Selina for more information. 

An interview with our new High Sheriff 

Many congratulations Jean on receiving this honour for 2017!  Some people might say, what exactly is the role? 

Around 1000 years ago, a High Sheriff acted on behalf of the King as a local government      

official and held such powers as running the military and looking after tax collection, but the 

role now is an honorary position. 

What will the receiving of this honour mean for you in 2017? 

The High Sheriff of County Londonderry is Queen Elizabeth 11’s judicial representative in 

County Londonderry and involves ceremonial and administrative functions. The High Sheriff also 

acts in support of the Lord Lieutenant for County Londonderry. 

How did you feel when you were given this award? 

I feel very proud to bring this honour not only to my family, but also to Castlerock, Articlave and the surrounding area. Two 

previous recipients of this honour in Castlerock were the late Sir Hervey Bruce 1846 and Air Marshall Sir George Beamish 

1962. I remember Sir George quite well as he was our neighbour but I’m afraid I don’t remember Sir Hervey! Sir George 

had many titles and was well known in the world of rugby. 

You are also well known from when you ran a very successful guest house in Castlerock and setting up the Beavers in 

1976 and the Wednesday Club in  1979 both of which the clubs are still running successfully under your          

leadership and contribute a lot to the local community. Is there anything else that you have planned during your 

year of office? 

I will be arranging a fund raising event on 1.9.2017 at the Lodge Hotel in Coleraine to support “Friends of Cancer” . More 

details will become available in due course.  

Thank you Jean for your time in explaining your new role.  We wish you every success as High Sheriff. 

The Rock, shifting sands, those poles and sea buckthorn, too 

Jean Caulfield M.B.E  High Sheriff of County Londonderry   

Castlerock owes its name to a rock which used to stand very tall,           

surrounded by other smaller rocky outcrops,  on the beach. Postcards from 

early last century show the prominent rock clearly.  John Moore, in his CCA 

publication Castlerock Heritage and Development (2013, available in our 

Information Centre), tells us that our village owes its name to an epitaph in 
Articlave churchyard,  in memory of some  sailors, who perished off the 

beach in 1835.Today no such rock nor the rocky outcrops are visible. The 

experts tell us that it’s all to do with the constant battle between the sea 

and the shifting sands, between the waves and the dunes. Even though the 

Bann has been confined within its concrete   moles for a century now,  the 

natural forces have continued to re-shape our coastline and  present those, whose job it is to keep this constant ebb and 

flow within bounds, with lots of problems.  Those of you who attended the public meeting at Peter Thompson Hall will know 

that this is why our Council Officials, advised by the scientific advisers and coastline experts, have erected those long line 

of poles in front of our dunes and  on our sister strand in Portstewart. 

There’s nothing random about them. They are spaced exactly according to a scientific formula and should, as a result, 

gradually cause the sand to pile up round and behind them and thus re-form and re-grow the dunes, which are currently  

under acute threat from coastal erosion. 

The sea buckthorn copses, on the other hand, are an alien predator and constitute a considerable threat to both the dunes 

and the neighboring golf courses on both sides of the  Bann. This is why we have recently seen bonfires in the dunes areas 

of grubbed-out buckthorn roots, many of them twenty  feet long.  

Village Draw in operation since 2012 

£100 Winning Numbers: January 60,  February 94, March 72 

If you have £5 a month to spare and want to be in with a chance of winning £100 call into the Information Centre for a 
pack or download one from the website. A big Thank you to those of you who presently subscribe and also to those who 
have preferred to make individual donations towards improvements in the appearance of Castlerock.   
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